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2017 Board of Directors

Thank you for sharing
our passion and
investing in the
Children’s Law Center
of Minnesota.  Your
support continues to
propel us forward to
ensure that we have
the resources  to
represent Minnesota’s
abused and neglected
children and to provide
them with a voice in
the courtroom.

This past year proved
to be a year of growth and big wins for CLC. As you will read in this
report, the small voice of McKenna Arenholz resonated loudly with
the legislature. As a result, in August McKenna’s Law was signed
into law by the Governor, ensuring that children are informed of
their right to have an attorney while navigating the child protection
system. As CLC leads the charge for systemic changes in child

protection, the greater our success, the greater the demand for our
services. There are, of course, capacity challenges that come with
this rapid growth, and we continue to seek and secure new sources
of funding to support our operations.

With the commitment of 335 volunteer attorneys, and our talented
and dedicated CLC staff, last year we represented 840 children,
representing 16% growth compared to 2016. Foster children
represented by CLC attorneys are more likely to graduate high
school and hold a job, better preparing them to contribute to their
community and to lead productive, happy lives. Our work impacts
the stability and future of our clients. Your partnership and
dedication similarly impacts the future of these children.

On behalf of the Board, thank you. We couldn’t do this important
work without you.

Denise Rahne, Esq.
2017 CLC Board President
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

CLC is pleased to report on program activities, highlights, and re-
sults over another successful year delivering well-informed, profes-
sional representation and advocacy for vulnerable youth within the
child protection system.

In 2017, CLC continued to experience an influx in cases due to
changes in the law and an increased number of children entering
foster care. With CLC staff support, our volunteer attorneys contin-
ued to receive the resources and training to empower our clients to
voice their opinions as they navigate the child protection system.
The extraordinary commitment of our volunteer attorneys makes it
possible for each of our clients to have at least one consistent and
supportive adult in his or her life. In total, volunteer attorneys provided more than $3 million in
pro bono legal services last year to CLC child clients.

In addition to legal representation of children and youth in foster care, CLC continued to actively
participate in local coalitions and initiatives to advocate for systemic changes and improvements
that better serve at-risk and foster care youth. CLC contributed to several “amicus curiae” briefs
to address decisions affecting foster care and disconnected children. CLC also designed and pre-
sented many training sessions for attorneys, judges, guardians ad litem and other individuals
working with youth. Overall in 2017, CLC reached more than 1,700 attorneys, teachers, law stu-
dents, legislators, social workers and others through outreach and training sessions on topics in-
cluding the importance of legal representation of foster care youth, laws regarding children aging
out of foster care, breaking the cycle of poverty, school-to-prison pipeline, and the collateral con-
sequences of charging youth with criminal offenses.

We are so grateful for your support enabling us to meet this increased demand and to continue
to provide these vital, high quality services for vulnerable youth—I offer my personal thanks es-
pecially to our dedicated team of pro bono attorneys, donors, board members, staff, and a host of
other volunteers and interns who support our mission in so many ways. Many thanks to you all!

Sincerely,
Lilia Panteleeva, Esq.

Executive Director

Congratulations CLC Staff

In September 2017, CLC associate attorney Eikoku Ikeno was recognized as Minnesota
Lawyer’s 2017 Up & Coming by Minnesota Lawyer.

In October 2017, CLC social worker Weida Allen was commended by AARP Minnesota and
Pollen as a “50 Over 50” honoree in the “Disruptors” category.




2017 Client Information

Gl Ethncty

Total Clients: 840

74 %

Graduation Rate

Of 54 clients scheduled to graduate high
school, 40 graduated. That rate is more
than double the national graduation
average for foster children (31%).

American Indian 11%
Asian/Pacific 7%
Black 52%
Hispanic 7%
White 19%
Other 2%

12

318
402
108



2017 Highlight: McKenna's Law

“A person is a person, no matter how small” - Dr. Seuss

Thanks to the tenacity of 12-year-old McKenna
Ahrenholz, and the leadership of CLC, McKenna’s Law
unanimously passed the Minnesota Senate and House
and was signed into law by the Governor in 2017. The
law now states that when a 10+ year-old child is
removed from home and placed in foster care, the
county social services shall inform the child of the
child’s right to be represented by a lawyer and of the
child’s right to personally attend court hearings. The
law also provides that only the child can waive their
right to be represented by a lawyer, and only after an
opportunity to talk to a lawyer first.

McKenna and her siblings spent much of their lives in
the system, a system that kept sending them back to
an abusive father time and time again. Records
indicated there were many pleas from the children to
stay with their grandparents rather than bounce
between foster homes or return to the parent who
didn’t feed them, who verbally and physically abused
them, and who once punched McKenna in the face.

They weren’t heard. They weren’t told they had input
in the decisions that affected their lives. They had no
idea they were entitled to have an attorney. What
child would? It took 11 months for the courts to
appoint them an attorney, and that appointment
changed everything for them.

With an attorney to represent them, they were able to
have custody transferred to their grandparents where
all five siblings now live, happily together. McKenna
wanted to make sure that other kids in her situation
could get the help of an attorney. She testified in front
of legislators asking them to protect children when
they are most vulnerable.




/(C_\Association of
Corporate Counsel

Thank You Association of Corporate Counsel
(ACC) - Minnesota Chapter, for organizing and
hosting the fantastic Casino Royale Gala to
benefit CLC.

Join us for the 2018 Casino Royale
Tickets Are Now Available

Saturday April 14th  6-11PM
Radisson Blu—Mall of America

Tickets: mn-ed@accglobal.com

CLC Annual Benefit
& Celebration

Thank you to our sponsors, attendees, and
staff for another successful year of fundraising
at the 2017 CLC Annual Benefit and
Celebration .
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Thank You Volunteer Attorneys

At the end of the day, it’s not about what

In 2017, 335 volunteer attorneys represented 470 CLC
you have or even what you have

clients, resulting in over 3 million dollars in pro-bono legal

. 2 7
services provided to our clients. Because of your accomplished...it’s about who you've
commitment, passion, and generosity, our clients have a lifted up, who you’ve made better. It's
voice in the courtroom. Thank you for giving us the gift of about what you’ve given back.

your time and talents. You are making a difference and

changing lives. -Denzel Washington

Thank You To Our Generous 2017 Donors
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Zelle LLP

Robert Half Legal
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Stanull, Dona
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Umscheid, William

Walser Foundation

Zamoff, Mitch E.

Sheran, Tom and
Linda

Sonneborn, Amanda
Tinkham, Tom and
Hauser, Jacquelyn

Voelbel, Richard and
Lynn
Walmart Foundation

Schneider, Joanne



Up to S500

Abderholden, Sue
Albrecht, Judith A.
Alholinna, Jody M.

Allen, Weida

Anderson, Robyn
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Baillie, Jim
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Bien, Andrea
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Hunter, Eileen M

Jasperson, Richard and Kathleen
Jones, Nancy K.
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Kiesel, Lisa R. & Backstrom, Adam
Kingland, John and Cheryl
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Konar-Steenberg, M K

Konz, Raymond J

Krohnke, Duane

Kronholm, Sara & Mark

Krug, Peter and Linda

Larson, Michael and Karin
Lekah, Alexander and Lena
Lewis, Sharon

Liebling, Tina and Liebow, Mark
Linsk, Rick

Lockner, Anne M.
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Lundquist, Margaret

Lutz, Cynthia
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Mancini, Kateri

Marks, Scott
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In-Kind Donations

3M

4 Imprint

Ann Gallagher

Annamarie Daley

Bad Weather Brewing

Ballard Spahr

Better Beer Society

Bibelot

Breadsmith

Broder's

Bryant Lake Bowl

Café Latte

Casey's General Store

Color Me Mine

Crayola Experience

Dog Day Getaway

Dominic Cecere

Dominic Cotroneo

Doolittles Woodfire Grill

Edina Grill

Elements Massage

Faribault Woolen Mill

Genghis Grill

Great Lakes Aquarium

Gutherie Theater

HealthSource Chiropractic

Heights Theatre

HomeWorks

Hotel Ivy

Ken Lunderby - Lunderby
Photography

Key's Café

Kohls - Apple Valley

KwikTrip

Kyatchi

LEGALRESEARCH.COM

Lilia Panteleeva

Longfellow Grill

Mall of America

Matt's Bar

Merchant & Gould

Meritage

Metropolis Resort

Mid-America Festivals/MN
Renaissance Festival
Mike and Kathy Ruhland

Minnesota Dance Theater

Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum

MN CLE

Mystic Lake Casino

North Shore Scenic Railroad

Patricia Johnson

Pat's Tap

Perri Hite

Prairie's Edge Casino Resort

Punch Pizza

Quality Brands of Omaha

Radisson Blu

Renee Michalow

RF Moeller Jeweler

Riverview Theater

Rocco Altobelli Inc

Simon Says Give

St Paul Police Department

St. Paul Saints Baseball Club

Stages Theatre Company

Starbucks

Surley Brewing Company

Suzanne Janse-Vreeling

Target Field

The Malt Shop

Thomas Liquor

Three Rivers Park District

Thrivent Financial

Thumper Pond Resort

Tim Bettenga

Tin Whiskers Brewing Co.

Todd Axtell, Chief SPPD

Together We Rise - Caitlyn Willis

Traditions Home Furnishings

Weida Allen

Wuollet Bakery



