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      FROM THE BOARD 
 

 

Thank you for your partnership and investment in our mis-
sion!  Because of your generosity and commitment, Children’s 
Law Center of Minnesota (CLC) continued to provide high quali-
ty zealous advocacy for hundreds of vulnerable children within 
the child protection system throughout 2016. 

In 2016, we began to come to grips with the tremendous chang-
es to the child protection system in Minnesota.  Due in large 
part to systemic changes made in response to the recommenda-

tions of Governor Dayton’s 2015 Task Force on Protection of Children, along with subsequent in-
creased staffing at the county level, the number of children entering the child protection system 
has increased significantly over previous years. Consequently, the demand for services through CLC 
is at a level we have never experienced before. 

Thanks to the tremendous generosity and commitment of our donors, over 260 pro bono volun-
teers,  and CLC’s gifted and passionate staff, CLC was able to rise to the challenge.  We represented 
725 clients in 2016 – the largest number we have ever represented over a one-year period and 
more than double the number of clients we served in 2010! 

Pursuant to the Board’s strategic plan, CLC is intently focused on providing high-caliber direct legal 
representation for youth in foster care within the metro area. While we will continue working with 
youth outside the metro area, CLC will concentrate its efforts in 2017 on reaching sufficient capacity 
to keep up with the increased demand for our services in the metro area. To achieve this capacity, 
CLC is currently working to secure new sources of public and private funding, which  includes devel-
oping new partnerships with law firms, foundations, and individuals. At the same time, we will con-
tinue to work with the Legislative Task Force on Protection of Children to vigilantly protect the in-
terests of foster children as the laws and policies of Minnesota’s child protection system continue 
to evolve. 

CLC is able to do all of this because of YOU—exceptionally dedicated volunteers and charitable law 
firms, businesses, foundations, and individuals who understand the importance of legal representa-
tion for abused and/or neglected youth within the child protection system, and the profound im-
pact it has not only on our youth, but society as a whole. 

On behalf of the 2016 CLC Board of Directors, thank you for all you do for CLC and the children we 
serve!  

 

Mitch Zamoff, Esq. 

2016 President 

CLC Board of Directors 



CLC is pleased to report on program activities, highlights, and results 
over another successful year delivering well-informed, professional rep-
resentation and advocacy for vulnerable youth within the child protec-
tion system. 

In 2016, we again experienced an increased demand for our services at 
rates never before seen at CLC. While in many ways this increase stems 
from landmark changes to the child protection system, it is also a testa-
ment to the strong reputation and outstanding services of CLC, recog-
nized and appreciated by people entrenched within the system, includ-
ing county attorneys, judges, guardian ad litems, social workers, and 
most importantly, our clients. 

We are so grateful for your support enabling us to meet this increased 
demand and continue providing these vital, high quality services for vul-
nerable youth—I offer my personal thanks especially to our dedicated 
team of pro bono attorneys, donors, board members, staff, and a host of 
other volunteers and interns who support our mission in so many ways. 
Many thanks to you all! 

 

Sincerely, 

Lilia Panteleeva, Esq. 

Executive Director  

FROM THE DIRECTOR 

ABOUT CHILDREN’S LAW CENTER 

Each year, CLC provides hundreds of abused and neglected youth with trustworthy, high quality legal 
representation, helping them navigate the child welfare and foster care systems. With a dedicated 
corps of volunteer pro bono attorneys, we help improve and stabilize the lives of foster care youth—
kids who might otherwise be at serious risk of homelessness, school failure, substance abuse, incar-
ceration or a lifetime of dependence on public assistance. 

Our mission is to promote the rights and interests of Minnesota’s children in the judicial, child welfare, 
health care, and education systems. 

Our vision is that foster care youth will have: 

 straightforward and immediate access to effective services 
 the support they need to overcome trauma and make a smooth transition to adulthood 
 meaningful connections with trustworthy adults 
 a sense of empowerment and control over their own futures 
 stability, hope, and opportunity 
 



It was a good feeling 

to know that I had 

someone  who was 

willing to listen to 

what I wanted… 

-CLC Client 

             Demographics... 

2016 DIRECT REPRESENTATION STATISTICS 

 

Cases by Gender... 

Cases by Ethnicity... 

Cases by  

County... 

male 

female 

African American 

              36% 

Caucasian 

       26% 

Multiple 

Ethnicity 15% 

American 

  Indian  9% 

   Asian  Pacific  

  Islander  5% 

Hispanic— 

Latino  5% 

Ages 

14-18  

Ages 

10-13 
Ages 

19-21 

Ramsey County 

Hennepin 

County 
Greater 

Minnesota 



 Provided direct legal representation to 725 youth. 
 
 In calendar year 2016, our clients included 65 high school seniors, 45 of 

whom graduated this year – a 69% graduation rate. Our most recent 
statistics show that more than half of our client-graduates (70%) be-
come enrolled in post-secondary programs and 70% are employed. CLC 
is proud of our client’s HS graduation rates, especially when they are 
compared to national statistics: the American Bar Association findings 
indicate that only 31% of youth in foster care graduate from high school 
by the time they exit care, only 10% go on to post-secondary education, 
and less than half (47%) of foster youth are employed when they age 
out of foster care.  

 
 Recruited and trained 116 lawyers who can now volunteer to represent 

CLC’s clients, bringing the active volunteer attorney roster to almost 
300. 

 
 Reached more than 1700 judges, attorneys, teachers, law students, leg-

islators, social workers and others through outreach and training ses-
sions on topics including the importance of legal representation for fos-
ter care youth, laws regarding children aging out of foster care, chil-
dren’s laws and rights, special concerns regarding runaways and the 
sexually exploited youth in our state, and the school to prison pipeline. 

2016 IN NUMBERS... 

 

The work CLC does is so incredibly important. I’m honored and grateful 

to have the opportunity to volunteer with this organization and to have been 

given the chance to get to know (my client) and hopefully help amplify her 

voice with the court and with her workers.  Thank you. 

 Autumn Huiras, Esq. 

  A CLC Volunteer Attorney, General Mills 



THANK YOU! 
We are grateful to the generous donors who contributed 

to CLC in 2016 
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3M Foundation 
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Aafedt, David and Katie 

Abderholden, Sue 

African Safari Wildlife Park 

Albrecht, Judith A. 

Alfano, Robert 

Alholinna, Jody M. 

Alton, Brock 

AMC Theatres 

Anderson, Eric and Aurelia 

Anderson, Robyn 

Anonymous 

Archie D.  & Bertha H. Walker Foun-
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Armstrong Subway Inc. 

Arthur Chapman Kettering Smetak & 

Pikala, P.A. 

Association of Corporate Counsel - 

MN Chapter 

Auger, Michael 

Axtell, Todd 

Backberg, Bruce and Lucinda 

Bakken Family WRC Foundation 

Barnes & Thornburg LLP 

Bauman, Mary Pat 

Beadle, Anna Louise 

Bearss, Karin 

Beckman, Daniel and Caroline 

Beimers, Jo-Anne and Thomas 

Bell, Virginia 

Berg, Debele, DeSmidt & Rabuse, P.A. 

Best & Flanagan, L.L.P. 

Bibelot 

Birnbaum, The Honorable Robert and 

Linda 

Blackwell Burke P.A. 

BlueCross BlueShield of Minnesota 

Foundation 

Bohmann, Angela and  Riehle 

Bohr, Richard and The Honorable Gail 

Chang 

Bohrer, Kevin and Beverly 

Boswell, Nina 

Bowden, John 

Bowman & Brooke 

Bradley, Jazlyn 

Braham, Denis Clive 

Brama, Joseph and Elizabeth 

Brandes, Emily E. 

Branham, Judith K. 

Breadsmith 

Breviu, John A and Linda L 

Brewster, Edwin and Susan 

Briggs and Morgan 

Briggs and Morgan Foundation 

Brody, Richard and Flynn, Margaret 
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Byrne, Anne 

Cafe Latte 

Cagney, William and Muriel 

Calabrase, Shawn and Shauna 

Calvin, Loran 

Carlson, Andrew 

Carlson, Don and Mary Jane 

Carolyn Foundation 

Carpenter, Mark J. and Kraemer, Ann 

Casey's General Store 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 

Charlson Foundation 

Christu, Maria 

Chutich, Margaret 

Cole's Salon 

Collins, Melissa 

Commonwealth Properties 

Conway, Barb 

Cook, Timothy C 

Copland, Lucia 

Costco Wholesale 

Croix Valley Veterinary Hospital, LLC 

Crosby, Robert and Teri 

Cutler, Kristin and Clinton 

Daley, Annamarie A. 

Dance With Us America 

Danner, Carrie 

Dawe, Frederick and Kathya 

Dawson, Michelle 

Dayhoff, David and Aimee 



Deinard, Amos 

Dewall, Patrick 

Dillon, Elizabeth and Brian 

DLA Piper LLP 

Domino's Pizza 

Dominowski, Mike and Woolman, 

Joanna 

Dorsey & Whitney Foundation 

Dorsey & Whitney LLP 

Dorsey, James R. 

Driscoll, Michael 

DTI Global 

Dukart, Jennifer 

Dungan, Erin 

Dusich, Bernard and Kari 

Ecolab 

Edina Grill - Blue Plate Restaurant 

Eisberg, John F. 

Ejebe, Lilian 

Ekberg, Peter 

Elements Massage 

Elizabeth C. Quinlan Foundation 

Engberg, John and Amelia 

Engdahl, Brad and Patricia Layton 

English, Jessica 

Espel, Larry D. 

Faegre Baker Daniels 

Faegre Baker Daniels Foundation 

Faribault Woolen Mill Co. 

Field, Litton E S 

Findorff, Jean L. 

Finzen, Bruce A. 

Fisher, Michele 

Fiterman, Michael 

Fitzgerald, Caren and Mitchell, 

Todd 

Fitzpatrick, Veronica 

Flaherty, Jane 

Foster Art Company LLC 

Foti, Roma 

Fox Rothschild LLP 

Fox, David and Margo 

Fraser, Thomas 

Frederick and Margaret L. Weyer-

haeuser Foundation 

Frederick, Minde C. 

Fredrickson, Mark A. 

Fredrikson & Byron Foundation 

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 

Frommelt, Carole and Roger 

Fruechte, Kermit and Christine 

Fulton Brewing Company 

Fulton, Lisa and William 

Gadient, Stephen and Margaret 

Gage Gives Back 

Gallagher, Ann 

Gehrman, Lois and Richard 

Gesensway, David and Kathleen 

Ghreichi, Kathleen M. 

Giedt, Katrina M. 

Gilbertson, Robert 

Giles, Patrick 

Ginsburg, Roy S. 

Gitell, Rob 

Gluek, Karla 

Golden, Barbara L. 

Goldstrand, Bruce and Judy 

Good, Daniel 

GourmetGiftBaskets.com 

Grand View Lodge 

Grant, Michelle 

Gratz, Emerald 

Great Lakes Aquarium 

Greene Espel 

Greenman, Charles and Virginia 

Grein, Nathan 

Gueinzius, Anne Tyler 

Gustafson Gluek PLLC 

Guthrie Theater 

Haase, Greg and Ahmann, Bridget 

Haley, Allison 

Halverson, Eric 

Ham, Carolyn 

Hanna, John L. 

Hanrahan, Ann Marie 

Hanson, The Honorable Samuel L. 

Harbison, Kent 

Hardebeck, Judy and Cherne, Bill 

Hardenbergh Foundation 

Harris, Norm and Linda 

Hartman, Sarah 

Harvey, Christine and John 

Haskells Minneapolis 

Haug, William and Kathleen 

Hayward, Edward and Ellinor 

HealthPartners Midway Dental 

Clinic 

Hedican, Eric 

Hefner, William 

Heights Theater 

Hendrixson, Peter 



Hennepin County Bar Founda-

tion 

Henson & Efron, PA 

Hern, Jessica 

Hesse, Eric and Joanna 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise 

Hoffman, John and Carol 

Hogan Lovells 

Holdreith, Jacob M. 

Honorable Kathleen A. Blatz 

Horstman, Andy 

Hotel Ivy 

Hughes, Theresa Murray 

Huiras, Autumn 

Humiston, Susan M. 

Huntley, Michelle 

Hurley, L.R. 

Ikeno, Eikoku 

Iverson, Frances G. 

Izzy's Ice Cream 

Jaede, David and Ann 

James R. Thorpe Foundation 

Janse-Vreeling, Suzanne 

Johnson, Charlotte 

Johnson, Jeremy 

Johnson, Thad and Suzanne 

Johnston, Scott 

Jones Day 

Junek Family Fund 

Kalinsky, Rob 

Kane, Abbie 

Kasid, Andrew and Ann 

Keil, Bradley S. 

Kettler, Timothy and Nancy 

Kimmel, Kathy 

Kishel, Gregory and Karin 

Knezovich, David and Mary 

Knopf, Morris and Lana 

Knudsen, Heidi 

Kovats, Deb 

Koziol, Paul and Kelly 

Krohnke, Duane 

Kronholm, Sara and Mark 

Krueger, Bethany 

Kurtzweil, Tami 

Kwik Trip, Inc. 

Kyatchi 

Lazar, Raymond 

Le, Chau 

Legacy Hotel Group 

Lettuce Entertain You Enter-

prises, Inc. 

Leutner, Karen 

Levy, John C.and Stephanie 

Lindberg, Christina 

Lindquist & Vennum, P.L.L.P. 

Linsk, Rick 

Lipschultz, Joshua and Donat, 

Kim 

Lockhart, James M 

Lockner, Anne M. 

London, Catherine 

London, Steven and Barbara 

Long, James J. 

Marek, Thomas R. 

Margaret A. Cargill Foundation 

Marks, Scott 

Marron, Kathleen A. 

Marshall, David 

Maruggi, Elizabeth Culligan 

Maslon LLP 

Mathwig, Jerry 

Matt's Bar 

McBride, Julie 

McCaffrey, Paul 

McDonald, Tom 

McGillivray, Elaine and Peter 

Medtronic, Inc. 

Melo, Claudia 

Merchant & Gould 

Messerli & Kramer Foundation 

Metropolis Resort 

Mielenhausen, Susan 

Miller, Landa and Bradley 

Miller, Mary E. 

Miller, Sonny 

Miller, The Honorable Laurie 

Milligan, Jeff 

Minnesota Landscape Arbore-

tum 

Minnesota Orchestra 

Minnesota State Bar Founda-

tion 

Minnesota Vikings 

Minnesota Wild 

Mischke, Jessie Rosenthal and 

Sam 

Mody, Kirit and Donna 

Morgan, Julia 

Morton, Cyrus 

 

 

 



Mullin, William E. 

Murphy, John and Hebe 

Murphy, Nicole 

Mystic Lake Casino 

Nelson, Kristen 

Nigon, Richard 

Nilan Johnson Lewis, PA 

North Shore Scenic Railroad 

O'Connell, Lynne and Dan 

Odegard, Mark 

Odette, Elizabeth R. 

Olson, Kristin M. 

Olusina, Ann Oludolapo-Ekisola 

Orey, Vivian 

Oriental Trading Company 

O'Sullivan, Kathleen 

Otter Box 

Otto Bremer Trust 

Oxford Financial Group 

Panera Bread 

Panteleeva, Lilia 

Papacek, Elizabeth 

Park, Mary J 

Paskach, David 

Passaro, Jessica and Justin 

Patterson Thuente Pedersen, 

P.A. 

Paulson, Duanne and Marilynn 

Paulus, Lezlie 

Pedersen, Patricia 

Perry, Mary Catharine 

Peterson, Amy 

Peterson, Neal N. 

Pielemeier, James 

PinKU Japanese Street Food 

Probst, David E. 

Proman, Jim and Nancy 

Quie, Paul and Betty 

R.F. Moeller Jeweler 

Radisson Hotel Bloomington By 

Mall Of America 

Rahne, Denise 

Ramsey County Bar Foundation 

Rao, Akshay 

Raphan, Melissa 

Reece, Jim 

Remedios, Marianne 

Riverview Theater 

Robins Kaplan 

Rowe, Michael 

Roy, Barbara B. 

Royal, Elizabeth 

Ruhland, Kathleen Smith 

Rust Consulting 

Saint Paul Saints 

Saksena, Marian E. 

Schaffer, Karen A. 

Schellhas, The Honorable Heidi 

Schmidt, Susan and Wiebe, 

Virgil 

Schneider, Joanne 

Schuh, Brandon 

Schurrer, Gary and Lynn 

Schutter, Diana 

Schwarzhoff, Sarah 

Schwarzkopf, Kurt 

Schwegman, Lundberg, 

Woessner, P.A 

Schwen, Nadeem 

Science Museum Of Minnesota 

Sebastian Joe's Ice Cream 

Shaheen, Christopher 

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 

Community 

Shannon, Kelly 

Sheran, Tom and Linda 

Short, Elizabeth 

Shumilow, Natalie 

Skjeveland, Tracey R 

Smith, Kenneth 

Smith, Tara 

Sobotka, Elizabeth 

St. James Hotel 

Stafford, Julie 

Stageberg, Roger and Sheila 

Stages Theatre Company 

Stern, Leo G. and Christine 

Stewart, Floyd and Mary Lou 

Stillman, Cass 

Stinson Leonard Street 

Sullivan, David 

Support Center for Child Advo-

cates 

Surdyks 

Suss, Warren and Paula 

Taft, John A. 

Tarrant, Karen 

TCF Foundation 

The Bakken Museum 

The Hitching Company 



The Jungle Theater 

The Malt Shop Restaurant 

The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra 

Theobald, Jon and Lea 

Thompson, Coe, Cousins & Irons, L.L.P. 

Thomson Reuters 

Three Rivers Park District 

Thrivent Financial 

Thumper Pond Resort 

Tkach, Michael 

Tostrud, Jerrol and Alleen 

Total Wine & More 

Tower Legal Solutions 

Trygg, Lori 

Trylon 

Twin Cities Pain Management 

U. S. Bank 

UnitedHealth Group 

Van Cleve, Haley 

Van Riessen, Theresa 

Vander Haar, David 

Vasaly, The Honorable Mary 

Voelbel, Richard L. and Lynn J. 

Walker Art Center 

Walker, Kristin Boetticher 

Walling Driver, Stacia 

Walling, Brianna 

Watson, Wendy 

Weber, Joseph and Erin 

Wermager, Caryn 

Wernick, The Honorable Mark 

White, Annette M. 

Whitney Foundation 

Whitney III, Wheelock 

Williams, David and Kim 

Wilson, Robert and Jody 

Wiltgen, Nancy A. 

Wind, Todd 

Winnick, Ben and Rimma 

Winthrop & Weinstine, PA 

Woodward, David and Mary 

Word Of Peace Lutheran Church 

Zaetta, Chris 

Zamoff, Mitch E. 

Zelle LLP 

Zinsmaster, Kristin K. 

Zucco, David  

Thank you also to the many dedicated 

volunteers who donated their time and 

expertise to help safeguard the rights of 

youth and ensure that their voices are 

heard! 



ALSO, PLEASE PLACE INTO YOUR CALENDAR: 

Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 
22nd Annual Benefit & Celebration 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12th, 2017 
5pm 

Windows on Minnesota, Marquette Hotel/IDS 

We wish to express our deep appreciation to the 
Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) -

Minnesota Chapter, for organizing and hosting 
the fantastic Spring 2016 Casino Royal Gala that 

benefited CLC!  

This year’s event is slated for: Saturday, 
April 22nd, 6-11pm at the   JW Marriot at 
the Mall of America, 6-11pm. Contact ACC 
for tickets at mn-ed@accglobal.com  

What is a child’s experience?  

Imagine Sheila, a 12 year old. She and her 14-year-old brother 
have been neglected by their mother, their father is out of the 
picture, and both have been abused by her mother’s boy-
friend. They have been removed from their mother’s careand 
her rights have been terminated because she is chemically de-
pendent and has been arrested for selling drugs.  

Both children are now wards of the state. This means the state 
is their parent. Does Sheila and her brother know their rights? 
Do they know that they are entitled to attorneys?  

What services are they supposed to receive, and how will they 
access them? Does Sheila know she is entitled to see her 
brother if they are not placed together? 

As you can IMAGINE, an attorney can make a GREAT difference 
in the life of an at-risk youth.  

 

We help put the pieces together so that the children don’t fall 
through the cracks... 


