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2019 Volunteer Attorneys  2019 Board List  

https://clcmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2018-19-Volunteer-Attorneys.pdf
https://clcmn.org/about-us/board-of-directors/
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History, Mission & Impact  

Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

History & Mission 

 

CLC was founded in 1995 with the mission to promote the legal rights and well-being of children and 

youth. CLC’s staff and volunteers provide direct representation of children and youth, primarily in the 

child welfare system, and advocate for changes in the systems that affect their lives.  

 

Over the years, CLC has trained over 1,000 volunteer attorneys, represented over 3,600 abused and 

neglected children and successfully helped to advocate and promote systemic changes for vulnerable 

children throughout the state. We are celebrating 25 years in 2020.  
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Board of Directors  

Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

A special thank to the following Board Directors who 

finished their terms in 2019.  

 Bridget Ahmann, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath 

 Nina Boswell, former client 

 Annamarie Daley. Jones Day 

 

 

 

Please extend a warm welcome to new Board Direc-

tors.  

 Amy Conway, Stinson LLP,   

 Holley Horrell, Greene Espel PLLP 

 Zeke Johnson, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 

 Josh Natzel, Ballard Spahr 

 Erin Sindberg Porter, Jones Day 

 De'Andra Walker, former client.  

CLC board members volunteer with our clients, advocate for our mission in the legal com-

munity, and generously share their talents and expertise with CLC. They are dedicated, stra-

tegic and philanthropic. To the CLC Board of Directors: Thank you!  
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Letter from the Executive Director, Lilia Panteleeva, Esq.  

Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

Dear CLC Community Champions, 

 

Every day, CLC staff members and volunteer lawyers work with children who are in the 

Minnesota’s child protection system to ensure they have a voice in the legal proceedings 

that affect their daily lives. Because of partners like you, last year our clients continued to 

receive the support and advocacy they need.  

 

2019 was a record year for philanthropic support for Children’s Law Center of Minnesota. Thanks to the generosity of the Min-

nesota foundations and our supporters, we were able to grow our staff and renovate our offices. A special thank you to the 

Pohlad Family Foundation, the Saint Paul and F.R. Bigelow Foundations, the Otto Bremer Trust, and Taft Stettinus & Hollister 

LLP for making it possible.  

 

CLC staff continue to improve processes and expand support for volunteer attorneys, elevating the outcomes for all clients. I am 

proud to share with you the successes and positive outcomes we continue to achieve for our child clients in partnership with 

our volunteers. We could not even come close to providing the high-quality representation for our clients without the intense 

dedication and determination of our volunteer attorneys.  

 

I am thrilled to continue to lead our dedicated staff, Board and volunteers. CLC continues to  promote the legal rights and well-

being of children and youth. We will continue to stand up for the most vulnerable children in our community. Thank you for 

your partnership and commitment., and thank you for being part of the CLC community.  

 

With warmth and gratitude, 

Lilia Panteleeva, Esq.  

 
Weida Allen 

Becky Braun 

Amanda Finman-Palmer 

Anne Gueinzius 

Lisa Hui-Peterson 

Eikoku Ikeno 

Debra Kovats 

Adriana Mejia 

Katie Opperman 

Lilia Panteleeva 

Angela Shepherd 
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First Annual Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 

Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

Celebrating Over a Decade of Service  

Perri Hite, Target—22 Years 

Denise Rahne, Robins Kaplan—16 Years 

William Hefner, Environmental Law Group—15 Years 

Sarah Stensland, Patterson Thuente—12 Years 

Michelle Grant, Dorsey & Whitney—11 Years 

Anneliese Mayer, Merchant & Gould—11 Years 

Ann Novacheck, Nilan Johnson Lewis—11 Years 

 

In May 2019, CLC celebrated its first annual volunteer appreciation breakfast. Volunteers 

were recognized according to milestone years, a video and brief presentation.  

Our cohort of 340 volunteer attorneys carries an average of two pro bono cases for CLC each year. 

Thank you for your life changing work and compassion.  
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The following stories demonstrate the many areas of these children’s lives that 

are impacted by CLC staff and pro bono legal representation and advocacy. 

Thank you for your generous commitment.  

Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

 

Keeping a Youth in the 18-21 Extended Foster 

Care Program 

 

There are several requirements to stay in the Extended Foster 

Care program (EFC) which include working and/or pursuing a 

degree. CLC currently represents over 100 youth between the 

ages of 18-21 in the EFC program.  

A recent client, Ren was going to be kicked out of EFC. She had lapsed in her attendance and was struggling 

with her mental health. CLC’s managing attorney, Anne Gueinzius fought really hard to get her back on track 

and ensure the county provided her with uninterrupted EFC funding. Because of her attorney’s tenacity and 

attention to detail, Ren was able to continue in the program uninterrupted, maintaining the stability needed 

to support her mental health and her education.  

Success Highlight: Two CLC clients graduated from post-secondary programs in 2019, one as 

an electrician and another achieving an associates degree. These clients are living inde-

pendently and supporting themselves with jobs relating to their education and training.  
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Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

Supporting Youth with Special Needs 

27% of CLC clients are children with special needs. (Autism Spectrum, Fetal Alcohol Syn-

drome, Developmental Delays, Physical Impairments.)  

CLC was appointed to represent Danny, a child with Down Syndrome. Danny was 

appointed to Wendy Watson, a longtime CLC volunteer attorney with a vast histo-

ry of working with special needs youth. Due to her years of experience working 

with adults and youth facing cognitive challenges, Ms. Watson was able to com-

municate with Danny in a developmentally appropriate manner and then inform the 

court of the client’s strong wish to remain in the child’s pre-adoptive home. The 

child was adopted into a loving family and was also able to maintain contact with 

older adult siblings.    

Keeping Siblings Together 

Over 53% of CLC cases are part of CLC sibling groups. Even 

when it isn’t possible to keep siblings physically together, every 

child has the right to maintain sibling contact.  

Recently the county filed a motion to adopt out Tammy, the eldest child 

of a sibling group. Tammy objected to the separation on principal, feeling the emotional stress of being only 

one moving towards adoption while her younger siblings languish in foster care. Her attorney fought the 

motion and won. She remains with her siblings.  

https://clcmn.org/2012/01/24/volunteer-attorney-spotlight-wendy-watson/
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Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

  2019 Impact Highlights 

Children need advocates in a 

system that is talking about them 

and around them. 

—CLC Volunteer 

Who We Represent 

 895 child clients  

 81% are youth of color 

 53% are CLC sibling groups 

 27% are children with disabilities 

 10% are LGBTQ 

2019 Successes 

 312 closed cases (reunified with family, 

transfer of custody, adoption or aged 

out at 18 or 21) 

 173 relative placements/adoptions 

 73 adoptions 

 55 new volunteer attorneys trained 

 77% graduated from high school 

340 Volunteer Attorneys 

https://clcmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2018-19-Volunteer-Attorneys.pdf
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Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

  Ramsey & Hennepin Counties  

Ramsey County 

CLC represents both CHIPS and state 

wards  

 557 clients represented 

 215 cases closed 

 80 reunified with family 

 21 adopted 

Hennepin County 

CLC represents legacy youth (state wards)         

 332 clients represented 

 93 cases closed 

 48% of closed cases resulted in adoption 

 

  Demographics  

Age Percent 

9 11 21% 

12-14 27% 

15-17 27% 

18 19 15% 

20-21 9.5% 

Female
52%

Male
48%

Gender
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5%

10%

15%

20%
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Client Age
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Link to CLC’s 990  

https://pdf.guidestar.org/PDF_Images/2018/411/761/2018-411761589-113ca7bc-9.pdf
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Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

2019 Association of Corporate Counsel Casino Royale Gala  

A distinct partnership with the ACC of Minnesota  

 

Thank you to all the attendees, volunteers and 2019 sponsors that made 

it a successful evening!  
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Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 

25 years of empowering youth in foster care 

 

2019 CLC 24th Celebration of Champions Annual Benefit and Awards Dinner! 

Congratulations to Awardees, Fredrikson & Byron, Ann Ahlstrom and Diana Cross 

for child advocacy and pro bono service.  
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Humanitarian ($75,000+) 

-Otto Bremer Trust 

Justice ($25,000)+ 

-3M 

-F.R. Bigelow Foundation 

-The Carolyn Foundation 

-Pohlad Family Foundation 

-The Saint Paul Foundation 

Premier Sponsor ($15,000)+ 

-Association of Corporate Counsel - MN 

Chapter 

-Charlson Foundation 

-Robins Kaplan LLP 

-UnitedHealth Group 

Guardian ($10,000)+ 

-Dorsey & Whitney, LLP 

-Fredrikson & Byron Foundation 

-James R. Thorpe Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Jones Day 

-Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation 

-The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation 

Champion ($5,000)+ 

-Bakken Family WRC Foundation 

-Ballard Spahr LLP 

-DLA Piper LLP 

-Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 

-Hardenbergh Foundation 

-Hennepin County Bar Foundation 

-IHeartMedia Management Services, Inc. - 

Radio 

-Luther I. Replogle Foundation 

-Merchant & Gould 

-Metro Sales 

-Melissa Raphan 

-Thomson Reuters 

-Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux  

Community 

-Stinson LLP 

-Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 

-TCF Foundation 

-The Turtle Trust Foundation 

-Bernhard Van Lengerich 

-Winthrop & Weinstine, PA 

Advocate ($2,500)+ 

-Albert W Cherne Foundation 

-Anonymous 

-Fox Rothschild LLP 

-Greene Espel PLLP 

-Thad & Suzanne Johnson 

-Lathrop GPM 

-Minnesota State Bar Foundation (MSBF) 

-Payman Pezhman 

-Denise Rahne 

-Ramsey County Bar Foundation 

-Marianne Remedios & John Wald 

-Schwegman, Lundberg, Woessner, P.A 

-Marianne Short 

-Walser Foundation 

-Mitch E. Zamoff 

-Zelle LLP 

Benefactor ($1,000)+ 

-Anthony Ostlund Baer & Louwagie, PA 

-Bassford Remele 

-Honorable Kathleen A. Blatz 

-Hon. Gail Chang & P. Richard Bohr 

-Ciresi Conlin LLP 

-Amy & Jim Conway 

-Cozen O'Connor 

-Robert and Teri Crosby 

-Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Founda-

tion 

-Dan Enebo & Laura Crosby 

-Larry Espel 

 

 

Thank you to our 363   

generous in-kind and  

financial donors.  

This work is made possible 

by your  support.  
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Benefactor ($1,000) + Cont.  

-Caren Fitzgerald & Todd Mitchell 

-Bill and Judy Franke 

-H. E. and Helen Warren Foundation 

-Greg Haase and Bridget Ahmann 

-Andrew Horstman & Katy Perry 

-Michelle Huntley 

-Kaniah Konkoly-Thege 

-Lake Harriet United Methodist Church 

-Paul and Kelly Koziol 

-Robert Leonard 

-James Lockhart & Lynn Seymour 

-Stephen Lucke 

-Thomas R. Marek 

-Minnesota Lawyers Mutual Insurance  

Company 

-Nichols Kaster, PLLP 

-Richard Nigon 

-Nilan Johnson Lewis, PA 

-Ann Novacheck 

-Padmanabhan & Dawson PLLC 

-Jim & Nancy Proman 

-Redgrave LLP 

-Alona Rindal 

-RJM Construction 

-Joanne Schneider 

-Gary and Dona Stanull 

-The American Association of Nurse At-

torneys Foundation., Inc 

-Tom Tinkham and Jacquelyn Hauser 

-US Bank 

-Walmart 

-Tony Zeuli 

-Supporter ($500)+ 

-Autumn Huiras 

-Ann Ahlstrom 

-Cargill, Inc. 

-Alicia Cozine and Eric Johnson 

-Dady & Gardner, P.A. 

-Jason Flinn 

-Lisa and William Fulton 

-Ann Gallagher 

-Bob & Cynthia Gilbertson 

-Linda Goodno 

-Peter and Carolyn Hendrixson 

-Ellen Herman 

-Perri Hite 

-Holley Horrell 

-Theresa Murray Hughes 

-Amy Hunt Tjornhom 

-Carlye Landin 

-Sheryl Leill 

-Jeff Milligan 

-Julia Morgan, Immigration Advocate 

-Chouhei Mullin 

-Chad Nelson 

-Kristin M. Olson 

-Saint Paul Area Chamber Of Commerce 

Mentor ($250)+ 

-Angela Bohmann & Jonathan Riehle 

-Bremer Bank 

-Ann Marie Buethe 

-Melissa Collins 

-Kristin & Clinton Cutler 

-Melinda Dugas 

-Jeffrey Gleason 

-Daniel Goldberg 

-Hon. Samuel L. Hanson 

-Nadia Hasan 

-William Hefner & Julie Rohovit 

-Kyle Hofmann 

-Mark & Sara Kronholm 

-Matthew W Lasley 

-Ivy Letourneau 

-Sonny Miller 

-Ian Rubenstrunk 

-Bonnie Skelton 

-Tracey Skjeveland 

-Jon and Lea Theobald 

-Brian Thomson 

Patron ($100)+ 

-Weida Allen 

-Ameriprise Financial  

-Shane Barnes 

-Daniel & Caroline Beckman 

-Virginia Bell 

-Courtney Blanchard 

-Aimee Blatz 

-John and Kim Bowden 

-Vadim and Irina Braginsky 

-Linda & John Breviu 

-Richard Brody and Margaret Flynn 

-Anne & Patrick Byrne 

-Andrew Carlson 

Thank you! 
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-Ruth Carlson 

-Mark Carpenter 

-Central Presbyterian Church 

-Michael DeBois 

-Kathryn Dehn 

-Jason DePauw 

-Alisa Eland 

-Bruce Finzen 

-Paul M. Floyd 

-Mark A. Fredrickson 

-Michelle Grant 

-Anne Tyler Gueinzius 

-John L. Hanna 

-Hayes Hansen 

-Brian Huisman 

-Frances G. Iverson 

-Ann Jaede 

-Michael Kaselnak 

-Kristen Nelson 

-Office Depot 

-James Pielemeier 

-Andrew Pomroy 

-Dwight Porter 

-Amanda Prince 

-Nancy Prince 

-David Probst 

-Jim Reece 

-Karen A. Schaffer 

-Sarah Schwarzhoff 

-Hugh Skjeveland 

Julie Smith 

-Roger and Sheila Stageberg 

-Leo and Christine Stern 

-Deborah and Jon Loon Stumbras 

-Stephen & Margaret Swanson 

-Theresa Van Riessen 

-Hon. Mary Vasaly 

-Kristin Boetticher 

-Karin M. Wentz 

-Nancy A. Wiltgen 

-X Kevin Zhao 

-Sally Zusman 

Friend ($1-$99) 

-Sue Abderholden 

-Judith Albrecht Esq. 

-Cooper Ashley 

-James L. Baillie 

-Kathleen and Frank Berdan 

-Nology Networks 

ATTN Brendon Liner 

-Barbara Brockevelt 

-Annamarie A. Daley 

-Michelle Dawson 

-Rachel Dougherty 

-Brenda Drehmel 

-Michael Driscoll 

-Brad Engdahl & Patricia Layton 

-Faith United Methodist Church 

-Sara Filo 

-David H. Fox 

-Nancy Fushan 

-Mary Harrah 

-Megan Harvey 

-Bill & Kathy Haug 

-Jeremy Johnson 

-Mychael Jones 

-Luanne Koskinen 

-Duane Krohnke 

-Andrew Kueppers 

-Stephen and Barbara London 

-Mary Mahoney 

-Maureen & George Mahowald 

-Marathon Petroleum Company 

-Kathleen McNaughton 

-Lynne & Dan O'Connell 

-Elizabeth R. Odette 

-Lauren Pockl 

-Michael & Renee Popkin 

-Faris Rashid 

-Hon. Gary Schurrer & Lynn Schurrer 

-Kristin Stastny 

-Maureen Stoen and Kenneth Meyer 

-Target Corporation 

-Karen Tarrant 

-Gwen Thomas 

-Melissa Wind 

-Eileen Zimmerman 

In-kind donors contribute 

items for our silent and live 

auction, backpacks, supplies, 

books and  hygiene items for 

the children we serve. 
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In Kind Donors 

-4 Imprint 

-African Safari Wildlife Park 

-Weida Allen 

-AMC Theater - Eden Prairie 

-Arthur Murray Dance Centers 

-Bjorn Timeless Portraits 

-Brave New Workshop Theatre 

-Breadsmith 

-Taft, Stettinus & Hollister P.A. 

-Broders' Cucina Italiana 

-Café Late 

-Casey's General Store 

-Children's Theatre Company 

-Cole's Salon & Spa 

-Commonwealth Properties 

-Costco 

-Crayola Experience - MOA 

-Dale Studios 

-Dewey James Studio 

-Dog Day Getaway 

-Escapology 

-Faith United Methodist Church 

-Gage Gives Back 

-GameWorks - Mall of America 

-Jarod Gengler 

-Great Lakes Aquarium 

-Guthrie Theater 

-Haskel's 

-Health Partners Midway Dental  

Clinic 

-Eric Hedican 

-Perri Hite 

-Hotel Ivy 

-Eikoku Ikeno 

-Suzanne Janse-Vreeling 

-Jester Concepts 

-Jungle Theater 

-Kahler Grand Hotel 

-Key's Café 

-Kwik Trip 

-La Grolla 

-Lakes & Legends Brewing 

-Law Office of Paul W. Godfrey 

-Lunderby Photography 

-Maggie's 

-Mall of America 

-Marketplace Events 

-Metropolis Resort 

-Midtown Global Market 

-Fred Miller 

-Minnesota Dance Theatre & School 

-Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

-Minnesota State Fair 

-Minnesota Timberwolves and Lynx 

-Minnesota Twins 

-Mississippi Market  

-MN CLE 

-Mystic Lake Casino 

-Oriental Trading Company 

-Panera Bread 

-Park Square Theatre 

-Peanuts Worldwide - Thomas O'Con-

nor 

-Prairie's Edge Casino Resort 

-Psycho Suzi's Motor Lounge 

-Punch Pizza 

-R.F. Moeller Jeweler 

-Alona Rindal 

-Rocco Altobelli Salons 

-Science Museum of Minnesota 

-Sebastian Joe's Ice Cream 

-Angela Shepherd 

-Simon Says Give 

-Simonson's Spa 

-Sisters Sludge Coffee Café and Wine 

Bar 

-SOKGURU 

-St. Paul Saints 

-Stages Theatre Company 

-Dona Stanull 

-Studio Distilling 

-Surdyk's  

-Surley Brewing Company 

-Neely Swofford 

-Target   

-The Apple Branch 

-The Canine Coach 

-The House of Comedy 

-The Mill Northeast 

-The Naughty Greek 

-The Saint Paul Hotel 

-The Toro Company 

-Three Rivers Park District 

-Thumper Pond Resort 

-Together We Rise - Anoka Ramsey 

Community College 

-Together We Rise - Appleseeds 4-H 

Club 

-Together We Rise - Carestream Health 

-Together We Rise - Danny Mendoza 

-Together We Rise - Ellingson Family 

-Together We Rise - Optum 

-Total Wine & More 

-Trader Joe's 

-Trapped Puzzle Rooms 

-TwinsCare 

-UnitedHealth Group 

-University of Minnesota  

-Vera Bradley Outlet 

-Vincent DeZutt 

-Walker Art Center 

-Warners' Stellian 

-Wild Mountain 

-Melissa Wind 

-YogaMN 
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