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CHILDREN'S LAW
CENTER OF MINNESOTA

My voice. My life. My future.

Children’s Law Center of Minnesota promotes the legal

rights and well-being of children and youth. CLC’s staff and

volunteers provide direct representation of children and

youth, primarily in the child welfare system, and advocate

for changes in the systems that affect their lives.

Thank you for standing up for me.



H O W D O  WE  D O  T H E  WO R K ?
C L C  r e p r e s e n t s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u t h  a g e s  1 0 - 2 1  i n

H e n n e p i n  a n d  R a m s e y  c o u n t i e s .  B y  m o b i l i z i n g

o v e r  3 2 0  v o l u n t e e r  a t t o r n e y s  C L C  p r o v i d e s  l e g a l

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  8 0 0  c h i l d r e n  p e r  y e a r .  W e  m a k e

s u r e  t h e s e  k i d s  h a v e  a  v o i c e !
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WH A T  D O  WE  D O ?
O u r  p r i o r i t y  i s  t o  g i v e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u t h  a  v o i c e

i n  a  s y s t e m  ( c h i l d  p r o t e c t i o n )  t h a t  o f t e n  t a l k s

a b o u t  t h e m  w i t h o u t  e n g a g i n g  t h e m  i n  d e c i s i o n s

a b o u t  t h e i r  c a r e .  



P L E A S E  E X T E N D  A

W A R M  W E L C O M E  T O

O U R  N E W  B O A R D

M E M B E R S :

J a m i e  K u r t z ,  R o b i n s

K a p l a n  L L P

M a r k  S c h n e e b e c k ,  F o x

R o t h s c h i l d

R a c h e l  B a r r e t t ,  C i r e s i

C o n l i n  L L P

L i s a  P r i t c h a r d  B a y l e y ,   

M i n n e s o t a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f

H e a l t h

A n d r e w  B a e s e ,  T a f t

S t e t t i n i u s  &  H o l l i s t e r

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

E X E M P L A R Y  L E A D E R S H I P
C L C  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  v o l u n t e e r  w i t h  o u r  c l i e n t s ,

a d v o c a t e  f o r  o u r  m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  l e g a l  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d

g e n e r o u s l y  s h a r e  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  w i t h

C L C .  T h e y  a r e  d e d i c a t e d ,  s t r a t e g i c  a n d  p h i l a n t h r o p i c .  

T O  T H E  C L C  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S :  T H A N K  Y O U !  

A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K  T O

T H E  F O L L O W I N G

B O A R D  M E M B E R S

W H O  F I N I S H E D  T H E I R

T E R M S  I N  D E C E M B E R :

M i c h e l l e  D a w s o n

A r i a n n a  F l o w e r s

A n n  G a l l a g h e r

M i c h e l l e  G r a n t

D a v e  M a r s h a l l

VIEW THE FULL LIST OF OUR BOARD
OF DIRECTORS               H E R E !

https://clcmn.org/about-us/board-of-directors/
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V O L U N T E E R  A T T O R N E Y S

VOLUNTEER TRAININGS:

CLC facilitated two new trainings in 2021: 

Out-of-Home Placements in Minnesota’s
Foster Care System in April

How to Effectively Communicate with Foster
Care Youth in July

In 2021, CLC trained 5 new volunteer attorneys. 

CLC recorded and was approved for CLE credits for
CLC's on-demand volunteer attorney training. 

Both new trainings had over 20 attendees. 

In 2021, CLC had 277 volunteer
attorneys representing 117 law

firms and corporations. 
Current

Volunteers

V i e w  U p c o m i n g  T r a i n i n g s  H e r e !

https://www.canva.com/design/DAE_TNYtSFg/Ikg7l75DDA_HOrESyKYpbw/view?utm_content=DAE_TNYtSFg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE_TNYtSFg/Ikg7l75DDA_HOrESyKYpbw/view?utm_content=DAE_TNYtSFg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://clcmn.org/volunteers/current-volunteers/trainings/


C L C  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

L E T T E R  F R O M
L I L I A  P A N T E L E E V A



Weida Allen

Becky Hedican

Amanda Finman-Palmer

Ivy Girdwood

Anne Gueinzius

Debra Kovats

CLC STAFF

2021 Summer
Intern Corner

 Despite COVID and its restrictions to regular office life, I felt

that I truly played a role on CLC's team.  environment created

by the employees and volunteers at CLC was so positive and

engaging, yet always allowing room for efficiency throughout

their work. In talking to my peers who also had internships

summer 2021, I realize how fortunate I was to have been

given a balance of clear direction from my supervisor and

space to achieve my own tasks and goals. The skills I gained

from CLC -- from printing and stuffing letters to approaching

businesses and asking for donations -- will with no doubt

benefit my future career and life in general. The work that

CLC does daily for Minnesota's youth and children will forever

be inspiring to me. I am so grateful for the time I worked with

CLC, knowing that it will leave a long-lasting and positive

impact on my life. 

Katie Mathurin

Adriana Mejia

Kathi Peterson

Lilia Panteleeva

Angela Shepherd

Elise Swenson

Linnea Coltvet
2021 Undergraduate Intern
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Flexible client visits:  some clients met weekly (by ZOOM) with their attorneys,

something that was not possible before the pandemic. 
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The following stories demonstrate the many areas of these
children’s lives that are impacted by CLC staff and volunteer

legal representation and advocacy. 
Thank you for your generous commitment. 

SUCCESS HIGHLIGHTS:

CLC advocated to instate ZOOM

hearings for 18-21-year-olds re-entering

extended foster care. This was good

news! Anne Gueinzius, CLC managing

attorney shared, "It is important for all

parties to put eyes on the youth when

they are making decisions about the

young person's future." 

Legal Advocacy: 

Hennepin County Adoption Day Return:  four CLC clients were officially

adopted and there were several other adoptions hearings before the holidays.

This was great news as it provided stability to the kids that most needed it.  

CLC saw an encouraging number of high school graduates in 2021, especially

considering the challenges the COVID-19 pandemic caused in the area of

education. A number of clients also reported doing well with the transition

back to in person learning during spring, and the flexibility of school learning

modes has been a welcome change.  

Social
Worker
Corner:



SUCCESS STORIES, CONTINUED!
Zoe's Adoption
Zoe's adoption and name change were recently made
official. She had so many supporters at her adoption,
including her teacher and all of her classmates! Her
attorney said she had never seen so many people
attend an adoption.

Grace's Success
As a result of her attorney's support, Grace is thriving
in her placement. She is getting all A's and B's in high

school and has plans to attend a school for beauty
and wellness following her graduation!



Overall, CLC had less access to kids in 2021. Social Workers were
often kept from meeting kids in-person due to COVID, which is
not the same.

CURRENT CHALLENGES

Remote school had varying success rates for most kids. In

recent conversations with new clients, many of them have

said that they are excited to get to in person learning. Some

have already returned to school and others are returning

soon. They say “online learning was fine but I missed being

with my friends”. Unfortunately, we are seeing an increase

in cases as children return to in-person school, many of

whom are children who are reentering child protection.

CLC found remote legal work to be a much higher level of work in

the context of the courtroom and the office. CLC fundraised for

remote technology for staff this year, needing to purchase laptops,

monitors, and docking stations to conduct most work from home. 

Jennifer Thompson, CLC Volunteer and MSBA President

encourages attorneys to serve the community through

pro bono service, here.

Minnesota Lawyer highlights need for volunteer

attorneys for CLC clients, here.

Impact of COVID-19 in 2021: 

https://www.mnbar.org/resources/publications/bench-bar/2021/10/01/for-the-public-good-and-ours
https://clcmn.org/2021/11/04/law-center-serves-foster-youth-minnesota-lawyer/


WHO WE REPRESENT

2021 Successes

92
5
261

adoptions
new volunteer
attorneys trained
closed cases (reunified
with family, transfer of
custody, adoption, or
aged out at 18 or 21)

701
84%
50%
64%
10%

child clients

are youth of color

are CLC sibling groups

are youth with disabilities

are LGBTQ+

277
Volunteer
Attorneys

average case load is 2
children per volunteer!

2021 IMPACT
HIGHLIGHTS
...because every child deserves to have their voice heard.



CLC's 990

$272,343
$321,725
$81,324
$153,125
$118,931
$16,915

$779,745
$34,768
$52,170

$40,099
$19,836
$8,480

$935,098

$964,363

2021 FINANCIAL
STATEMENT

Income
State/County
Foundations
Corporations
Law Firms & Bar Foundations
Individuals
Other

Total Revenue & Gains

Expense

Total Expense

Net Assets - January 1, 2020

Net Assets- December 31, 2020

$714,177

$874,438

Staff Salary & Benefits
Insurance & Admin Fees
Rent & Utilities
Renovation Expense
Fundraising
Office Equipment & Supplies

https://pdf.guidestar.org/PDF_Images/2020/411/761/2020-411761589-202102589349301105-9.pdf?_gl=1*1bvnbce*_ga*NDk4MTYxNjkwLjE2MjM3NzE2MDM.*_ga_5W8PXYYGBX*MTY1NzgxNzc5NC4yMS4wLjE2NTc4MTc3OTQuNjA.&_ga=2.61874223.262045202.1657817795-498161690.1623771603


CLC SUPPORT AT INDEED

Attendees entered the door prize
drawing for six Indeed Pint glasses

and a growler!

Many CLC supporters bought a
CLC MUG for a suggested

donation of $20!

CLC'S INDEED
BREWERY

FRIENDRAISER
EVENT 2021

CLC had a great
night celebrating our
amazing community

of volunteers, staff,
and supporters. All

proceeds from
Indeed Brewery the
evening of August

11th, 2021 were
donated to CLC!!!



Ballard Spahr LLP
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Merchant & Gould P.C.
Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.

Bassford Remele
Ciresi Conlin LLP

The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Fox Rothschild LLP
Greene Espel, PLLP

Zelle LLP

Gustafson Gluek PLLC
NIchols Kaster PLLP

Nilan Johnson Lewis
RJM Construction LLC

U.S. Bank

2021 CLC Benefit Awards

CONGRATULATIONS

2021 AWARDEES! 

CLC’s 26th Anniversary event celebrated twenty-six years of promoting the legal

rights and well-being of children and youth. Susan Elizabeth Littlefield of WCCO

emceed the evening with vibrant personality and passion for kids!

26th Anniversary
Celebration of Champions

Benefit and Awards

C H I L D R E N ' S  L A W  C E N T E R  O F  M I N N E S O T A

W E L C O M E S  Y O U  T O  O U R  

O C T O B E R  7 ,  2 0 2 1 |  7 : 0 0  P M  |  V I R T U A L  E V E N T

Congratulations, Erin Bailey, on

receiving the 2021 Heroes for

Children Award!

Congratulations, Jean

Sanderson, on receiving the

2021 Rosalie E. Wahl Justice for

Children Award!

Congratulations, Merchant &

Gould, on receiving the 2021

Distinguished Service Award!

Thank You 2021 Sponsors!

Advocate $5,500+

Thank you to Children's Law Center of Minnesota's 26th Anniversary Virtual
Event sponsors. Your generosity makes a difference for 800 youth in foster care.

Justice $10,000+ Benefactor $2,500+

Humanitarian $7,500+

Champion $15,000+

 Heroes for Children Award, Erin Bailey

Rosalie E. Wahl Justice for Children Award, Jean Sanderson

Distinquished Service Award, Merchant & Gould P.C.

www.clcmn.org

Guardian $1,200+

https://clcmn.org/2022/09/27/2021-benefit/


THANK YOU TO OUR 415 IN-KIND AND
FINANCIAL DONORS. THIS WORK IS MADE

POSSIBLE BY YOUR SUPPORT. 

Guardian ($10,000)+
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation

The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation

Jones Day

Walmart

Champion ($5,000)+
Luther I. Replogle Foundation

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP

Stinson LLP

Hennepin County Bar Foundation

Minnesota Justice Foundation

Ballard Spahr LLP

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Merchant & Gould

Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A.

Thomson Reuters

Archie & Bertha Walker Foundation

Ciresi Conlin LLP

Elizabeth C. Quinlan Foundation

Hardenbergh Foundation

Kathleen Junek
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Humanitarian ($75,000+)
Minnesota Office Of Justice Programs

Hennepin County

Otto Bremer Trust

Justice ($25,000)+
F.R. Bigelow Foundation

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Premier Sponsor ($15,000)+
3M

Minnesota State Bar Foundation

UnitedHealth Group

Robins Kaplan Charitable Foundation

Bakken Family WRC Foundation

James R. Thorpe Foundation



Advocate ($2,500)+
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation

Ramsey County Bar Foundation

Anonymous

Indeed Brewing

Robert and Teri Crosby

H. E. and Helen Warren Foundation

United Healthcare

Marianne Remedios

Bassford Remele, PA

Hon. Kathleen Blatz

Fox Rothschild LLP

Greene Espel PLLP

Lathrop GPM

Minnesota Lawyers Mutual Insurance

Company

Zelle LLP

Benefactor ($1,000)+
James and Yvonne Dorsey

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation

The Finman/Palmer Charitable Gift Fund

Dona and Gary Stanull

Hugh and Tracey Skjeveland

Dorsey & Whitney

Robins Kaplan LLP

Zelle LLP

Erin Wessling

Holley Horrell

Polaris

Merchant & Gould P.C.

Larry Espel and Cynthia Hasselbusch

Faegre Drinker Foundation

Todd Mitchell and Caren Fitzgerald

Paul and Kelly Koziol

Target Corporation

Regina Hosey

U.S. Bank

Gustafson Gluek PLLC

Nichols Kaster, PLLP

Nilan Johnson Lewis PA

Honeywell

Andrew Baese

Amy and Jim Conway

Ann Novacheck

Sonja B Beddow

Hon. Gail Chang Bohr and Richard Bohr

Matt and Debbie Bredesen

Michele Fisher

Bill Franke

Carolyn Ham

Andy Horstman

Laura Kvasnicka

Jim & Nancy Proman

Evan Rattner

Tom and Linda Sheran

Floyd Stewart

David and Kim Williams



Sara & Mark Kronholm

Raymond Lazar

Fox Rothschild LLP

Leroy and Karen Maunu

Chouhei Mullin

Michael O'Malley

Neal Peterson

Lauren Pockl

Kathleen Smith Ruhland

Schechter Dokken Kanter CPAs

Pamela Steinle

The Blackbaud Giving Fund (on behalf of

Boston Scientific Employee Giving)

Jennifer Waters

Pat Yoedicke

Supporter ($500)+
Alona Rindal

Dan Enebo and Laura Crosby

Elizabeth and Joseph Brama

Mark P. Schneebeck

Julia Morgan

Elizabeth Short and Richard Kirkland Cozine

William Hefner

3M Foundation

Erin Sindberg Porter

Rachel Barrett

Jean Sanderson

Joshua Natzel

Jessica Hern

Ann Gallagher

James M Lockhart

Lisa Pritchard Bayley

Shannon Joens

Tara Falsani

Robert Leonard

Sarah Stensland

Kristin M. Olson

Bridget Ahmann and Greg Haase

Johanna Carrane

Nancy Coyle Strahan

Dady & Gardner, P.A.

Melinda Dugas

Kermit and Christine Fruechte

Ellen Herman

Michelle Huntley

Sarah Krans

Mentor ($250)+
Cargill, Inc.

Lisa and William Fulton

Gemini Inc.

Alan Maclin

Maria Brekke

Melissa and Matthew Tews

Hon. Mary Vasaly

Kevin and Lisa Armstrong

Melissa Collins

Melissa Raphan

Heather Lang

Kathleen McNaughton

David E. Probst

Peter Kestner



Jim Reece

Monique and Eric Scheel

Bonnie Skelton

Brandie Streiff

Jon & Lea Theobald

Jennifer Thompson

Hon. Mark Wernick

Courtney Allensworth Esposito

Amy Hunt Tjornhom

Christine Kain

Joan Bechtold

Anne Byrne

Robert Devolve

Mark Fredrickson

Kathleen Ghreichi

Marlene Goldenberg

Finn Jacobsen

Nancy K. Jones

Tina Liebling and Mark Liebow

Jessie Erin Rosenthal Mischke and Sam Mischke

Nature's Way

Karen Schaffer

Lynn Lederman

Kristin Lebre

Sarah Schwarzhoff

Nathan Chomilo

Virginia Bell

Patron $100+

Mentor, Cont'd
Wendy Andersen Postier

Mary Pat Bauman

The Medtronic Foundation

Payman Pezhman

Lawrence Fallon

Mary Vasudeva

Erin Bailey

Shannon Cadegan-Schlieper

Andrew Carlson

Elizabeth Muirhead

Chad Nelson

Kelly Steffens

Nadia Hasan

Kent Harbison

Karin Simonson

Jill Barnett

Ashley Bennett Ewald

Caroline Clemens

Alicia Cozine

Margaret Esther Dalton

Hon. Thomas Fraser

Jennifer Geelan

Cynthia & Bob Gilbertson

Hon. Samuel Hanson

Henson & Efron, PA

Valerie Herring

Kyle Hofmann

Joan Ireland

Sara M. Kilian



Patron, Cont'd
Richard Brody and Margaret Flynn

Emerald Gratz

Hon. Robert and Linda Birnbaum

Kelly Burns

Tim Coltvet

Bruce A. Finzen

Frances G. Iverson

Patricia Pedersen

Karl Procaccini

Sara Reisdorf

Leo G. & Christine Stern

Theresa Van Riessen

Peter Doely

Ameriprise Financial (Employee  

Gift Matching Program)

Tom More

Maureen Stoen

Juanita MacDonald

Mark Abbott

Karen Beckman

Ann Bloodhart

Darcy Erickson

Richard Gehrman and Associates

Amy Kania

Medtronic Inc.

Eric Larson and Ting Ting Larson Cheng

William VandenBergh

MN GAL Program ICWA Division

Ashley and Barbara Cooper

Daniel and Caroline Beckman

Brian Boysen

Judith Branham

Michelle Dawson

Paul M. Floyd

John L. Hanna

David and Susan Johnson

Kelly Laudon

Sharon Lewis

Hon. Leslie Metzen

Hon. Laurie Miller

Cara Painter

Elizabeth Papacek

Angie Porter

Nancy Lind Prince

Karen Riebel

Lynn Slobodien and Kevin Mummey

Chad A. Snyder

Roger and Sheila Stageberg

Stephen D Swanson

John Taft

Karen Tarrant

Brian Thomson

Rita Ortiz

Kristin Zinsmaster



Friend ($1-$99)
Robert Alfano

Anne Gueinzius

Anonymous

David Schmitter

Claire Hammer

Hon. Jane Ranum

Hon. Gary Schurrer

Kate Swenson

Sandra Pieper

Elizabeth Odette

Jennifer Sabelko

Amanda Finman-Palmer

Katie Nelson

Lisa Gilberg

Steven and Barbara London

Virginia McCalmont

Rebecca Moates

Jennifer Schiefert

Jacqueline VandenBergh

Sue Abderholden

Judith A. Albrecht

Katheryn Andresen

Thomas Ascher

Jim Baillie

Timothy Paul and Cindy Brausen 

Cynthis Carlson

Stephanie Chen

Jerry Chrisman

Kelli Christianson

Teresa Deering

Brad Engdahl and Patricia Layton

Brandy Feagan

Nancy Fushan

Daniel Goldberg

William Hittler

Ann Jaede

Duane Krohnke

Andrea Larson

Taylor and Laura Livalska

Jennica Magers

George Mahowald

David Marshall

Joseph and Patricia Meagher

Kristen Nelson

Dan and Lynne O'Connell

Colleen O'Malley

Ann Olusina

Adriana Mejia

Jackie Warner

Bethany Taylor

JoHelen Anderson

Claudia Melo

Hattie Priem

Lacie Baumgartner

Aprille Beyer

Allegra Birdseye-Hannula

Emily Chhun



Friend, Cont'd In-Kind Donors
Gregory J Egan IV

Christine Johnson

Angela Keeley

Barbara Keeley

Jay Kroese

Jenese Larmouth

Tanya Leon

Eric Linsk

Jenelle Lundgren

Kathleen O'Sullivan

Barbara Sellers

The Blackbaud Giving Fund (On 

Behalf Of Boeing)

Asli Iskeceli

Ice Life LLC

Eikoku Ikeno

Brenda Myrfield

Andy Rank

Robyn Swenson

Michael Kaselnak and Michelle Taylor

Luanne Koskinen

Agnes Wehyee

Huda Geylani

Kathy Anderson

Association For Corporate Counsel  

(MN Chapter)

Barbette

Barrell Theory Beer Company

Benihana Inc

Book of the Month

Breadsmith

Cafe Latte

Calm

Chipotle Mexican Grill

Stacy Christianson

Andrea Cobery

Cole's Salon

Maren Coltvet

Como Friends

Crayola Experience

Dale Studios

Doolittles Woodfire Grill

Elements Massage

Great Lakes Aquarium

Haskells Minneapolis

Eric Hedican

Holy Land

45th Parallel Distillery

4imprint

612 Brew

Alliance Francaise



In-Kind Donors, Cont'd
Inbound BrewCo

Suzanne Janse-Vreeling

Children's Law Center 

(of Minnesota)

Kowalski's Markets

Kwik Trip, Inc.

Lakes & Legends Brewing

Heidi Linn

Martin Patrick3

John McGarvey

Teresa Mendoza

Minneapolis Institute Of Art

Minnesota Orchestra

Minnesota Twins

Minnesota Vikings

Minnesota Wild

Mississippi Market

Modist Brewing Company

Thea Nevermann

Olipop

Olive and June

Oriental Trading Company

Lilia Panteleeva

Kathi Peterson

Prairie's Edge Casino Resort

Pryes Brewing

R.F. Moeller Jeweler

Rachel A Rehme

RJM Construction

Robins Kaplan LLP

Rocco Altobelli Salons

Room & Board

Saint Paul Saints

Chad Schneider

Nicole Schroepfer

Schuler Shoes

Science Museum Of Minnesota

Angela Shepherd

Studio Distilling

Elise Swenson

In-kind donors contribute

items for our silent and live

auction, backpacks,

supplies, books and  

hygiene items for the

children we serve.



Gratitude Corner

"Anna Ra is thrilled the pillows are going to Children's Law Center and will be a

comfort to the people you serve. I was touched by your mission and the work you do

for all the young adults you help. I appreciate your taking Anna’s pillow collection!"

 - Catherine and Allen Krug

Anna Ra was the owner of a tailor shop in

Minneapolis for over 20 years. Anna’s

customer’s brought the fabric to her from their

travels throughout the world and in turn, she

made a pillow that was displayed in her shop. 

Tattersall Distilling

The Bakken Museum

The Canine Coach!

The Malt Shop Restaurant

The Mill Northeast

The Naughty Greek

The Wellness Center

Three Rivers Park District

In-Kind Donors, Cont'd
Tin Whiskers Brewing Co

Total Wine & More

Trader Joe's

Trylon

Mary Walker

Wheel Fun Rentals

Tom Whisenand

Kelly Gates Willettee



Sign up for our e-newsletter at www.clcmn.org

Follow Children's Law Center of Minnesota on Facebook, Instagram &
LinkedIn 

Donate items through our Amazon client need list

Your support makes a difference! 

Simone was out of their home for a couple
of months, with no contact with any of their
family members. After advocacy from CLC
based on Simone's wishes, the agency is

now setting up regular visits with a
grandparent. Simone is very excited to have
a connection to their family while they are

placed in a non-relative foster home!

Want to get involved with CLC?
Become a Champion Monthly Donor at www.clcmn.org

Attend a volunteer attorney training (CLE credits included)

27th ANNUAL CELEBRATION
OF CHAMPIONS BENEFIT &
AWARDS

O C T O B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2
5 : 3 0  -  8 : 3 0  P M

Nicollet Island Pavilion


